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SHORT-LIST OF 15 FINALISTS ANNOUNCED FOR ARTADIA AWARDS 2009 BOSTON 
 
New York, NY—The exceptional range of artists living and working in Boston was evident as three 
internationally prominent jurors selected the 15 Finalists for the second cycle of Artadia Awards 2009 
Boston. Jurors Sanford Biggers (artist, New York), Dan Cameron (Founding Director, Chief Curator, 
Prospect New Orleans), and Randi Hopkins (Associate Curator, The Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Boston) named the finalists out of the nearly 600 applications received for the second cycle of Artadia 
Awards in Boston. 
 
The 15 Finalists for the Artadia Awards 2009 Boston are: Claire Beckett, Cree Bruins, Ambreen Butt, 
Laura Chasman, Caleb Cole, Margo Cooper, Raul Gonzalez, Eric Gottesman, Wendy Jacob, Erik Levine, 
Steph Plourde-Simard, Nick Rodrigues, Amie Siegel, Suara Welitoff, and Joe Zane. 
 (See attachment for images and descriptions of the Finalists’ work.) 
 
Artadia Board President Christopher Vroom stated, “Possessing top notch centers of education, 
museums, galleries, art patrons, and artists, Boston’s cultural community is one of the most vibrant in 
the country. We are proud to be a part of it, supporting artists directly and raising the visibility of creative 
practice around New England and across the country.” 
 
Applications for the Artadia Awards were open to visual artists in all media and at any stage of their 
career working and living in metro Boston. The application was available online for two months from 
April 15 – June 15, 2009. A total number of 577 applications were received in response to the open call 
to Boston artists. This is the second Artadia Awards cycle in Boston, following the inaugural awards in 
2007.  
 
Local juror Randi Hopkins said of the first-round selection process, “It was a pleasure to work with 
thoughtful and experienced colleagues as we pored over an impressive stream of slides representing 
work by nearly 600 Boston area artists working in all media. Seeing the range and depth of art being 
created—some of it known and respected, some of it entirely new to me—was very exciting, and although 
it made our task of narrowing the list to 15 finalists particularly difficult, I know that for each of the 
artists who submitted work, having their art seen and given serious scrutiny by this dedicated panel 
offered a fantastic opportunity for exposure and connection.  I know we all took many careful notes for 
future reference!” 
 
Peter Eleey (Visual Arts Curator, Walker Art Center, Minneapolis) and Rita Gonzalez (Assistant Curator of 
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art) will join Randi Hopkins in Boston for the final jury 
studio visits later this month from Thursday, July 30 through Saturday, August 1, 2009. The jury will 
then select seven Artadia Awardees for two awards of $15,000 and five awards of $3,000. The list of 
seven Artadia Awardees will be announced by mid-August.  
 

– more – 
 



 

Visionary support for Artadia in Boston is provided by the LEF Foundation, two anonymous family 
foundations, and many generous individuals.  
 
Artadia thanks the Joan Mitchell Foundation for kindly hosting the first round jury in their New York 
offices and the Beehive for generously hosting the Finalists’ celebration. 
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About Artadia: The Fund for Art and Dialogue 
 
Artadia’s mission is to encourage innovative practice and meaningful dialogue across the United States 
by providing visual artists in specific communities with unrestricted awards and a national network of 
support. Artadia was founded as The ArtCouncil in 1997 by investment banker and art collector 
Christopher E. Vroom as a response to the demise of the National Endowment for the Arts’ artist 
fellowships. The first awards were given in San Francisco, where Vroom was living at the time. Chicago 
was added as a program city in 2001. In 2003, Artadia added Houston to its roster, Boston in 2007, 
and Atlanta this year. Once Artadia commits to a community, it returns every other year to run its awards 
programs and, on the off years, it co-sponsors a public program with a local institution. Started as an 
individual’s philanthropy, Artadia is now active throughout the United States supporting the core of 
creative culture: the individual artist.  
 
Artadia Awards are determined through a rigorous jury process that employs nationally prominent 
curators, artists, and critics. Artadia partners with local foundations and individuals in the host cities to 
raise funds that go directly to artists in that community. Artadia matches those contributions by 
providing the funds that administer the program. Once an artist receives an Artadia Award, he or she 
becomes part of a national network of support forever. Since its founding, Artadia has awarded over  
$2 million to more than 200 artists in its participating cities Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston, and San 
Francisco.  
 
This year Artadia launched a New York Artist Residency program, which brings Artadia Awardees from 
each of its program cities to New York for a three-month residency at the International Studio and 
Curatorial Program (ISCP). This groundbreaking addition to Artadia’s commitment to individual artists is 
the first of its kind in New York City for US -based visual artists and is supported by the National 
Endowment for Arts. Artadia also present events in New York and Miami, which are intended to not only 
demonstrate the tremendous creativity in partner communities, but also facilitate exchange and 
dialogue nationwide. 
 
For press inquiries and information on Artadia, contact news@artadia.org.  
 
For information on becoming a member or joining The National Council at Artadia, contact: 
Lila Kanner, Executive Director, lilakanner@artadia.org; 212-727-2233 ext. 207. 
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Wendy Jacob’s work focuses on perceptual experience and 
open-ended collaborations. Straddling sculpture, invention, 
and performance, Jacob’s collaborations include creating a 
floor with low-frequency vibrations for the Gallaudet University 
community, working with the National Circus School of 
Canada to bridge public and private spaces, and exploring 
neighborhoods, parks, and tunnels with Explorers Club 
(members: three). Among her national and international 
exhibits, Jacob has shown at MassMOCA and the Centre 
Georges-Pompidou in Paris. She is a recipient of grants from 
LEF Foundation, Creative Capital, and the Tiffany Foundation. 

                    Waves and Signs, 2009, performance 
 

Erik Levine’s videos delve into psychologically complex 
conditions such as the societal construction of the male 
identity in the US. He explores youth athletic teams and the 
interplay between coaches and players, contrasting the 
hesitant, beautiful movements of the human form with the 
ideological extremity of social life. Other pieces examine male 
body building, interrogation techniques, and the death of his 
father. A long time sculptor, Levine has begun exhibiting his 
videos at festivals in Athens, Greece; Tempe, AZ; and 
Auckland, New Zealand. Space Other in Boston exhibited his 
videos in 2007. Respect All Fear None (detail), 2006 giclée print mounted on 
aluminum, 30 x 132 inches 

 
Steph Plourde-Simard’s documentary photographs of a family 
in strife-ridden La Antigua, Guatemala are influenced by her 
background in social justice activism and studies in sociology, 
gender, and culture. She seeks to capture what survival looks 
like, as daily life in near-impossible situations is often 
obscured and rendered invisible. Through her relationship 
with this family, she finds that “just surviving” is a powerful 
and revolutionary act against systems of oppression. Plourde-
Simard recently graduated from the New England School of 
Photography, had a solo show at Hoboken Almanac Gallery in 
New Jersey, and was featured in the spring issue of 
Photographer’s Forum magazine.  
Ana and Her Boys, 2008, digital photograph, 16 x 20 inches  

 
Nick Rodrigues’s performances and pop-technology-inspired 
sculptures play with public and private space, examining how 
technology has affected social behaviors. In his “HI: Human 
Interaction Series,” Rodrigues refashions iPods into grave stones that 
provide entertainment for all eternity, constructs a portable phone 
booth over a cell phone user, and pastes personal ads on beer 
glasses to increase interaction at bars. These in situ critiques highlight 
the way technology has become something to hind behind, preventing 
face-to-face interaction. Rodrigues’s public performances have been 
seen at The Beehive and The State House in Boston. He is a 
Massachusetts Cultural Council Artist Fellow. 
Diepod, 2006, marble, concrete, video, 16 x 24 x 23 inches 
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Amie Siegel employs film, video, photography, sound, and 
writing in her work. She reformulates cinematic strategies 
such as the remake or the establishing shot to upend 
expectations about the genres with which they are associated 
(documentary, fiction, historical, etc.). Germany’s complex 
history provides rich material for Siegel’s investigation of 
issues concerning cultural memory, identity, and the cinematic 
portrayal of place. The ruminating psychological and 
intellectual content of Siegel’s works posits that everything is 
subject to shifting interpretation. Featured at the 2008 
Whitney Biennial, Siegel was a Guggenheim Fellow and has 
exhibited internationally. Empathy, 2003, 35mm film, 92 minutes 

 
Suara Welitoff collects video clips from television, news, and 
movies, then eliminates certain details that fix the footage in 
historical time and place. The shapes left behind suggest an 
event that passes easily between past and present, enhanced 
by alterations to color, and the speed and direction of motion. 
Although scenes may be familiar, they are never disclosed fully 
to the viewer, thereby transposing the video into a free formal 
language of art. Welitoff has exhibited at the Worcester Art 
Museum, the Boston Center for the Arts, and the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston, and in video festivals internationally.  
Untitled, 2009, continuously looping DVD (silent), 2 minute looping time 

 
Joe Zane’s inquiry into essential questions that circulate 
around the making and presentation of art employs a variety 
of media including drawing, painting, video, and sculpture. 
With wit and humor, Zane’s pieces range from questioning a 
viewer’s urge to locate meaning in a work of art to lampooning 
his own unfulfilled wishes for critical attention. These include 
a fabricated unauthorized Phaidon monograph and an issue 
of Artforum, starring himself on the cover. Zane's work has 
recently been exhibited at MassMOCA and Lora Reynolds 
Gallery, Austin, TX. He was a finalist for Printed Matter’s 2009 
Awards for Artists. 
Schadenfreude, 2008, silver plated ABS, black walnut, 12 x 10 x 10 inches  
 
 

Visionary support for Artadia in Boston is provided by the LEF Foundation, two anonymous family 
foundations, and many generous individuals.  
 
For press inquiries and information on Artadia, contact news@artadia.org.  
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